
“THE BEATING HEART OF DOWNTOWN!
- Survey Comment

2023 SEASON REPORT



Dear Friends of the Yerba Buena Gardens Festival,

2023 was a year of great milestones at Yerba Buena Gardens 
Festival. Our 23rd festival season filled the Gardens with 
captivating arts events -  music, dance, poetry, circus acts, 
theater, dance classes and more – all provided outdoors and 
free of admission and barriers.

There were so many soulful moments this season - whether 
it was the stunning season opener with John Santos and the 
Afro-Peruvian Coalition, an epic concert from the iconic Joe 
Bataan or the joyful gathering of SF Indigenous Peoples Day. 
These memories instill us with gratitude for the boundless 
support from the artists, audiences, presenting partners, 
funders and our invaluable Yerba Buena neighbors who make 
each festival season a marvel to experience.

We look ahead to 2024 with renewed energy, guided by the 
spirit of collaboration and joy only live performance can bring. 

Here’s to another year of creating more music, dance and 
magic together in beautiful Yerba Buena Gardens in downtown 
San Francisco.

In gratitude,
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La Mezcla
June 17, 2023
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presents dance, theater, poetry, children’s and family programs and 
cultural events reflecting the rich cultures and creativity of the region. 
Artistic excellence, inclusion, diversity and innovation are at the heart of 
our mission. As the only curated arts park fully dedicated to the long-term 
presentation of admission-free arts and cultural programs, Yerba Buena 
Gardens has a unique place in the cultural landscape of San Francisco.

John Santos 
May 6, 2023

TO
M 

 EH
RL

IC
H

Yosvany Terry 
July 1, 2023
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Cover Photos (Top right corner): Audiences at Joe Bataan concert by Tom Ehrlich
(Row 2, L-R): Melissa Cruz Flamenco by Amal Bisharat, CO-LLAB Choir by Mikey Jay Starks, Joe Bataan by Tom Ehrlich
(Row 3, L-R): Nadia Clamet of Afro-Peruvian Coalition and audience by Tom Ehrlich, Teokalli Aztec Dancers on SF 
Indigenous Peoples Day by Jim Watkins.

YBG Festival Board and Staff on 
Linda Lucero Day 
July 15, 2023
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WELCOME

Linda Lucero 
Executive/Artistic Director

Aaron Grizzell 
Board President

“Thank you 
for providing 
free access to 
cultural art.” 
- Survey Comment

Yerba Buena Gardens is located on traditional,
unceded Ramaytush Ohlone land.
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Fanny
CAAMFest: Directions in Sound
May 20, 2023

COMMISSIONS & 
SPECIAL PROJECTS

CO-LLAB Choir directed by  
Cava Menzies 
“Joy in the Mo(u)rning”

Yerba Buena Gardens ChoreoFest  
Guest Curators: David Herrera, 
Raissa Simpson, Ashley Gayle

2023 Seed Commission Artists 
(Complete list on page 7)

WORLD PREMIERES
You Could Be Anything: Part II 

Fullstop Dance

Origin Story 
TURFFEINZ

SwitchTheCode 
PUSH Dance Company

Dekho Kaisa Naach Banaya (See
What Dance Brings) +
Mohabbat ki Jhooti Kahani, Tere
Mehfil Mein (False Stories of 

Love, In the Gathering of Your 
Court) 
Noorani Dance Company

Afterlife 
David Herrera Performance 

146
Programs

5k+
Children’s Series 

Attendees

Yerba Buena Gardens Festival has a flourishing commissioning and 
residency program in which accomplished writers, composers, 
choreographers, and curators are developing new work and expanded 
programs especially for Yerba Buena Gardens Festival audiences.

46k+
Attendees

“Love the 
Gardens 
Festival!
What a 
special 
experience
in the heart 
of the city.” 
- Survey Comment
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1.1K+
Artists

CO-LLAB Choir 
Directed by Cava Menzies
July 15, 2023
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2023 SEASON BY THE NUMBERS 
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Mix’d Ingrdnts
YBG ChoreoFest
September 30, 2023

“I love the variety of programs 
and the beauty of the gardens.” 
- Survey Comment



PROGRAM RATING

VERY GOOD

GOOD

NEUTRAL

POOR

VERY POOR

0%

0%
0%

1%
99%

AVERAGE RATING

DISABILITY

14%
IDENTIFY AS PART OF A
DISABILITY COMMUNITY

GENDER

33%  
male

61%  
female

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED

37%    Word-of-mouth  
16%             Walking by

14%          Print Calendar   
 

11%              Facebook

12%            Newsletter 
Email

Website     14%

Other Social      12% 

Newspaper         2%

IMPORTANCE OF
FREE ADMISSION

very important  

important 

neutral 

not important

not at all important

77%

12%

7%

2%

2%

FREE FREE

REPEAT ATTENDANCE

  1st time 
47%

1–2yrs 
11%

3–5yrs
9%

6–10yrs
16%

10+yrs
18%

Radio or TV ad    1% 

AUDIENCE ETHNICITY
MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED

57% 

52%

9% 
 

10%

San Francisco

Other

2% 

   3% 7% 

 6%

19% 

 21%5% 

 6%

Contra Costa

Alameda

San 
Mateo

Marin

COUNTY OF RESIDENCY / EMPLOYMENT

Residency
Employment

2% 

   3%
Santa Clara

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

< $35k 

$35–75k

$75-100k

> $100k

                     35%

           24%

13%   

               27%

AUDIENCE AGE
under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+
3% 13% 19% 13% 10% 19% 23%

DAY’S OTHER ACTIVITIES
MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED

30%
Only here for YBG 
Festival program

29%
Dining out

35%
Relaxing  

in the Gardens

24%
Museum visit

18%
Shopping

16%
Sightseeing

6%
Working

4%
Playground/ Carousel 

3%
Convention

5%  
Transgender

1%  
Non-binary

White, non-Hispanic 42%

Asian 18%

Hispanic, Latino,  
or Spanish origin

17%

Black or African American 10%

Multi-ethnic or Other 9%

American Indian  
or Alaska Native

2%

Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 2%

ABOUT OUR AUDIENCE
BASED ON 2023 AUDIENCE SURVEYS
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2023 SEASON ARTISTS
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Purusha Yoga
Rhythm & Motion
Rueda Con Ritmo
Arenas Dance Company Fogo  

Na Roupa
John Santos Sextet
The Afro-Peruvian Coalition
Aileen Cassinetto
Gamal Chasten
Alie Jones
Tennesse Reed
Karla Brundage
Ajyal Music Platform
CO-LLAB Choir directed by  

Cava Menzies
Kev Choice
Be Steadwell
Jayvyn Thwaites
Tom Rigney & Flambeau
Danilo y Orquesta Universal
Peaboo & The Catz
Ruby Ibarra & The Balikbayans
Fanny
Dizzy Jenkins
Gracia “Cianga” Mwamba
Lyn Patterson
Vincente Perez
Enid Pickett
Nia McAllister
CMC IT Bookman Older Adult 

Choir
Theatre Rhinoceros
Howard Wiley
Melissa Cruz Flamenco
Anita Lofton Project
RhythmALLogy
Cynthia Lin
Ukulenny
Abe Lagrimas Jr.
Shilpa Kamat
Jenny Qi
Cassandra Dallett
Paul Corman-Roberts
Sara Biel
Bongo Sidibe & the TonTons
Cabanijazz Project
Ka-Hon
La Mezcla
Laura Rebolloso
Eddie Madril
Kanyon Sayers-Roods 
Winnama Ba-Kay Yachma  

Pomo Dancers
White Mountain Apache Crown 

Dancers

Joe Tohonnie Jr.
Ras K’Dee
Audiopharmacy 
L. Frank
Janeen Antoine
Ahkeel Mestayer
Javier Cabanillas
Tiffany Austin
Valerie Troutt
Orchestra Gold
Jackie Gage
Lalin St. Juste
Jada Imani
Aireene Espiritu
Maya Songbird
Josefine Mindus
Rebecka Elsgard
Circus Bella
Circus Bella All-Star Band
Antony Fangary
Jessica Ke’mani
Harmela
Briana Grogan
Mason J.
ASTU
Unique Derique
Yosvany Terry
Gema Corredera
Arun Ramamurthy Trio
Rob Reich Swings Left
Chelle! & Friends
Embodiment Project
Rama Mahesh Hall
Toyin Sogunro
K’niin Abbrey
Sabela Grimes
Krow
devorah major
Raymond Nat Turner
Shizue Seigel
Landon Smith
Kathryn Waddell Takara, PhD
Big Trippin
Circus of Smiles
Joe Bataan
La Doña
DJ Juan Avilés
KOHAKU
Karl Perazzo & Mike Spiro y su 

Conjunto Karabalí
René y Familia
Fiestas Fridas
Banda Sin Nombre
Troy Rockett
Christell Victoria Roach
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“It was a 
magical 
experience. 
I’m still 
flying.” 
- Gema Corredera

AfroSolo Arts Fest: 
Martin Luther McCoy 
August 5, 2023
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Arun Ramamurthy Trio 
July 1, 2023

Theatre Rhino’s Pericles
May 26, 2023
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More than 1,100 artists graced our 
stages  in 2023!



Tossie Long
Dazié Rustin Grego-Sykes
Aki Kumar
Calvin Kai Ku
San Francisco Mime Troupe
La Gente SF
Caterpillar Puppets
Martin Luther McCoy
Josiah Luis Alderete
CIN
San Francisco Mime Troupe
La Gente SF
Caterpillar Puppets
Martin Luther McCoy
Josiah Luis Alderete
CIN
Nairobi Williese Barnes
Aleah Bradshaw
Ayisha Knight-Shaw
Salma Al Assal & The Sudan 

Ensemble
Red Panda Acrobats
PISTAHAN

Mabuhay Folkloric 
Amihan
Rebel
DJ Mikey
SOMA Seniors
The Sampaguitas
St. Augustine Children’s Choir
Parangal Dance Company
Karikatan Dance Company
DJ Marlino
Alessandro Penezzi
Fabiana Cozza
Bululú
Son Chévere
FullStop Dance
Lily Cai Chinese Dance Company
Seeds And Sequins
TURF FEINZ
PUSH Dance Company
Mix’d Ingrdnts
Noorani Dance Company
David Herrera Performance 

Company

DJ Cutz
Lakota Harden
Roberto Borrero
Yuki Dancers
All Nations Drum and Pow Wow 

Dancers
Priest Martinez
U’i Wesley
Voladores de El Tajin
Blackbird
Teokalli Aztec Dancers
Litquake Festival
Dakila
Kenilworth Katrina
Sheena Dham
August Lee Stevens
Malli
Otis McDonald
Venezuelan Music Project
Coventry & Kaluza
Madam Z

Red Lightning Woman Power
SF Indigenous Peoples Day
October 9, 2023
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Ajyal Music Platform
May 11, 2023
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Big Trippin
July 13, 2023
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“I love that it ’s free and 
open to the public. It ’s 
great to see all kinds 
of folks in attendance. I 
always feel supported by 
the crew. Definitely one of 
my favorite performance 
series in the Bay Area.” 

- Rob Reich, Artist

SF Uke Jam Summer Uke-Splosion
June 10, 2023
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Circus Bella’s Bananas 
June 23, 2023
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2023 SEASON ARTISTS
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE, CONTINUED
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Javier Cabanillas, Jackie Gage, Jada Imani, 
Lalin St. Juste, Aireene Espiritu 
Make Music Day
June 21, 2023

Continuing over two decades of artist commissions, Yerba Buena Gardens Festival announced a 
spectacular group of 20 local artists selected to receive YBG Festival Seed Commissions in 2023. 
This innovative program provides unrestricted funds as “seeds” for the creative process. The artists 
represent an array of disciplines in poetry, dance, music, curation and performance and were 
collectively nominated by past Seed Commissions awardees, artists Kev Choice, Yayoi Kambara, 
María José Montijo and YBG Festival staff. 16 Seed Commission artists performed during the 2023 
Festival Season, including 7 artists from the 2023 season cohort. 

Aimee Rose
Audacious IAM
Bhumi Patel
Chhoti Maa
Dizzy Jenkins
Howard Wiley
Jada Imani Carter
Janeen Antoine
Krudxs Cubensi

Michelle Jacques
Nkeiruka Oruche
Pedro Rosales
PJ Hirabayashi
Rashad Pridgen
Rocky Rivera
RyanNicole
Sharp & Fine
Taller Bombaléle

2023 SEED COMMISSION ARTISTS

“Thank you for your support and love in 
these very difficult times for artists. The 
landscape completely changed after the 
pandemic and in this recession and time 
of war. Awards like this give us financial 
support and hope to continue.”

- Chhoti Maa, Seed Commission Artist

ATSU
June 29, 2023
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Aimee Rose 
YBG Dance Day
August 19, 2023
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Pedro Rosales
Afro-Peruvian Coalition
May 6, 2023
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2023 SEED COMMISSIONS



2023 SEASON PARTNERS
111 Minna Gallery
826 Valencia
AfroSolo Arts Festival
American Indian 

Contemporary Arts 
Festival

California Brazil Camp
Center for Asian American 

Media
Children’s Creativity 

Museum
Community Music Center
Consulate General of Japan 

in San Francisco

Consulate General of 
Sweden in San Francisco

Filipino American Arts 
Exposition

International Indian Treaty 
Council

Litquake
Metreon
The Mexican Museum
Museum of the African 

Diaspora
Northern California Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Foundation

Purusha Yoga

Rhythm & Motion
Rueda Con Ritmo
San Francisco Arts 

Commission
San Francisco Mime Troupe 
San Francisco Uke Jam
SOMA Pilipinas Cultural 

Heritage District
Yerba Buena Center  

for the Arts
Yerba Buena Community 

Benefit District
Yerba Buena Gardens 

Conservancy

Partnerships add a diversity of curatorial voices as well as audiences to Yerba Buena Gardens as we 
enliven downtown San Francisco with arts, culture and community.

“We so appreciate all the heart and work the YBGF 
team puts into making the experience so beautiful! We 
really enjoyed it and thank you for making this space 
open to members of the CMC musical community!”

- Sylvia Sherman, SF Community Music Center

Fanny, Ruby Ibarra, Peaboo & The Catz 
CAAMFest: Directions in Sound 
May 20, 2023
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Karla Brundage, CIN, Nairobi Williese Barnes, Ayisha Knight-Shaw, 
Aleah Bradshaw Nia McAllister, Josiah Luis Alderete
Poetic Tuesdays with Litquake & MoAD
August 8, 2023

PARTNERSHIPS

| 2023 Season Report    8



In addition to our artistic programs, YBG Festival manages some of the largest and most complex 
rentals that use outdoor public space in San Francisco. From global conferences drawing tens 
of thousands of attendees, to small film shoots, each event brings vital economic activity to 
downtown. In 2023 our experienced team managed:

• 20+ rental events,

• Drawing over 92,000 attendees, with

• Clients ranging from local arts nonprofits to Fortune 500 companies.

The income from private rentals at Yerba Buena Gardens is reinvested directly back into free 
arts programming and contributes to Gardens maintenance, safety, beautification and capital 
improvements, thus ensuring that the vision of the activists who fought for a beautiful arts park for 
all in the heart of San Francisco continues to be realized.

“My experience with Yerba 
Buena Gardens staff, 
facilities and grounds 
was wonderful … I will 
not hesitate to go back 
to YBG and will happily 
recommend that any event 
planners look at YBG 
for future events in San 
Francisco.”  
- Caitlin Whealon, Google Next

California Nurses Association Conference 2023 
October 6, 2023

Dreamforce 2023 
September 14, 2023

“We loved working 
with you to bring 
the gardens to 
life at this event. 
Nothing makes me 
happier than seeing 
people enjoy all 
that YBG has to 
offer.” 

- Nina Cioni, GitHub
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STAFF AND CONSULTANTS
Linda Lucero  

Executive/Artistic Director

Steve Cho Events Director

Cristina Ibarra  
Strategic Projects Director

Marcelo Avilés  
Director of Programming

Laura Paule  
Communications Director

Mari Garcia Office Manager

Laird Archer  
Senior Rentals Manager

Preston Justice  
Senior Events Manager

David Herrera, Raissa Simpson, 

 Ashley Gayle YBG ChoreoFest 
Curators

Karla Brundage Poetic Tuedays 
Curator (Litquake)

Nia McAllister Poetic Tuesdays 
Curator (MoAD)

Del Arts Consulting  
Grant Professional

Marshall Lamm Public Relations  
Publicist

Shoshanna Howard  
Social Media Consultant

Otherwise  
Creative Campaign Designers

Michelle Markey Bookkeeping 

Crosby & Kaneda CPA

Audio Production Group  
Sound Engineering

Bill Martinez Stage Manager

 EVENT STAFF
Roman Braham

Iggy Capra

Finn Deuss

Zel Farrell-Alvarado

Linda Fung

Nicole Gluckstern

Darrius King

Cindy Kuang

Michael Leo

Aracely Lopez

Karina Lopez

Derek Magsanay

Rafael B. Sarria

Robin Silver

Conrad Talamantes

Roger Young

DOCUMENTATION

Amal Bisharat Photography

Tom Ehrlich Photography

Jim Watkins Photography

RAPT Productions Videography

BOARD OF DIRECTORS*
Aaron Grizzell, Board President 

NorCal Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Community Foundation

William Carney  
Landscript Associates

David de la Torre Arts Consultant

Elaine Elinson Educator/Writer

Elizabeth Gessel  
Museum of the African Diaspora

Sean Jeffries Millennium Partners

Al Levitt Manatt,  
Phelps & Phillips LLC

Jennifer Norris Arts Advocate

Benjamin Pimentel NerdWallet

Chi-Hsin Shao CHS Consulting

Sylvia Sherman  
SF Community Music Center

Thomas Simpson  
AfroSolo Theater Company

Gino Squadrito LaserCom Design

Helen Sause Retired SFRA,   
ex-officio

ARTS ADVISORS*
Reneé Baldocchi  

Independent Producer & Curator

Carole Deutch  
Film & Events Producer

Kate Dumbleton  
Hyde Park Jazz Festival

Zakiya Harris Changemaker, 
Educator, Artist

Greg Landau Music Producer, 
Educator

Chelis Lopez KPOO-FM

Bill Martinez Attorney, Producer

Alleluia Panis KULARTS

Anastasia Powers Cuellar  
Brava Theater

Cynthia Taylor Educator, Vocalist

Roberto Gutiérrez Varea  
USF Perf. Arts & Social Justice 
Dept.

* Affiliations for identification purposes only

“Thank you! 
Graditude 
and gladitude 
to Preston 
Justice and 
the crew. 
Much love.”  
- Survey Comment

Bongo Sidibe & The TonTons
June 15, 2023 

2023 FESTIVAL TEAM
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YBG Festival Board and Staff on 
Linda Lucero Day 
July 15, 2023
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NOTED BY THE 2023 PRESS



“Thank you 
for your 
programs!! They 
are uniformly 
excellent, 
culturally 
diverse and a 
wonderful way 
to spend time 
outdoors!” 
- Survey Comment

NOTED BY THE 2023 PRESS
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NOTED BY THE 2023 PRESS
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“Thank you for being free 
and for the community.”
- Survey Comment

“I loved it! 
I will definitely 
come more. 
Free admission 
allowed me to 
attend.”
- Survey Comment



NOTED BY THE 2023 PRESS

“The YBGF experience 
is so uplifting.” 
- Survey Comment
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This year, we mourn the passing of 
Helen Sause, who dedicated her life to 
the public-private partnership that we 

know as Yerba Buena Gardens:  
A world-class public space and cultural, 

commercial and residential catalyst 
for downtown San Francisco.

We are so grateful for Helen’s leadership 
and compassion as a member of the 

Yerba Buena Gardens Festival’s  
Board of Directors. 

Rest in Power, Helen.

CELEBRATING HELEN SAUSE

Special thanks to the City & County of San Francisco

Many thanks to the hundreds of Generous Individuals 
who support admission-free performing arts in public spaces!

FLOW
FUND

FUNDERS, SPONSORS  
& CONTRIBUTORS
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KOHAKU
July 20, 2023 
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Audiences
CAAMFest Directions in Sound
May 20, 2023 
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Noorani Dance Company
YBG ChoreoFest
September 30, 2023 
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Joe Bataan
July 15, 2023 

JIM
 W

AT
KI

NS
 PH

OT
OG

RA
PH

Y

Rhythm & Motion Dance Class
YBG Dance Day
August 19, 2023 
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Yosvany Terry + Gema Corredera, 
Bobi Céspedes
July 1, 2023 
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Salsa at Jessie
Danilo y Orquesta Universal
May 18, 2023
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CHELLE! & Friends
July 7, 2023 


